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Forest Ministers release “A Vision for Canada’s Forests” 

CHARLOTTETOWN – December 15, 2008 - Forest ministers from across Canada today released A Vision for Canada’s Forests: 2008 and Beyond. 
 A Vision for Canada’s Forests proposes new ways to address current and future challenges facing the forest sector. This Vision reaffirms Canada’s continuing commitment to sustainable forest management. It also aspires to increase awareness of forest issues at home and abroad, encourages domestic and international engagement and facilitates partnerships among traditional and non-traditional forest interests.  The document is the result of more than a year of broad engagement with leaders of government, non-governmental organizations, Aboriginal groups, private woodlot owners, industry and academia.
“In these times of change, the Vision sets out a path forward to deal with two issues of national importance: transforming the forest sector to create economic opportunities, and addressing climate change,” said the Honourable George T. Webster, Minister of Environment, Energy and Forestry for Prince Edward Island and Chair of the Canadian Council of Forest Ministers (CCFM). “Sustainability remains the priority; the issues of economic opportunity and climate change will be addressed within the context of sustainable forest management.”  
The Vision sets progressive goals and outcomes designed to engage and inspire a wide range of organizations and set a new path forward. The CCFM encourages organizations, individuals and governments to work individually and as partners to develop creative responses to current challenges facing forests and the forest sector.  

In achieving the Vision for Canada's Forests, the Ministers’ goal is for Canadians to be world leaders in innovative policies and actions. As world markets for wood change, research and innovation will provide the necessary tools to develop new products and markets for Canada’s forest resources.  New markets are needed for traditional products, such as lumber and paper, as well as for the new products that are associated with a renewable bio-economy, such as biofuels, pharmaceuticals and biochemicals.  
To mitigate and adapt to the impacts of climate change, Ministers have agreed to continue their collaboration to encourage and adopt innovative forest practices, identify and address knowledge gaps, and use research results to inform forest carbon policies and climate change adaptation strategies.

 “Forests play an important role in the country’s environment, economy and society. This is particularly evident with issues such as climate change and future energy needs,”said Minister Webster.
The Vision is designed to be in place for the next ten years to reflect the long-term nature of the challenges and opportunities in Canada’s forest sector. It will be reviewed by the CCFM every three years to assess progress and make course adjustments as necessary. 

The CCFM was established in 1985 to provide a forum for federal, provincial and territorial governments to work cooperatively to address issues of common interest. The Council sets the context for governments to work together on national and international forest and forest sector issues, and to promote stewardship and sustainable management of Canada's forests. 
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